
                                                    

3rd/ELA Curriculum Road Map 

**IMPORTANT** 
For a copy of teacher and student pages/resources, see Resources Section at the end of each lesson. Many resources are repeated so please 

see previously completed lessons for sample copies. 

Week CORE Word Work Fluency 
1 Text: Maniac Magee By Jerry 

Spinelli 
Chapters 1-11 
Skill: Character Analysis, Main 
Ideas, Key Details, Compare/Contrast 
Across Texts 
Task: Building Background, 
Compare/Contrast Across Texts 

WHOLE GROUP DIRECT INSTRUCTION:  
 
Phonics: Syllasearch 

 Introduction 
 Teacher Explanation 
 Meet the Words 
 Find the Syllables 

Reading A-Z: 
Readers Theater 
 
Anna and the Magic Coat 
 
Fluency Development Sequence of 
steps 

2 Text: Maniac Magee By Jerry 
Spinelli 
Chapters 12-21 
Skill: Character Analysis, Figurative 
poetry Analysis 
Task:  Poetry Work, Segregation: 
Past and Present?  

WHOLE GROUP DIRECT INSTRUCTION:  

Phonics: Syllasearch 

 Introduction 
 Teacher Explanation 
 Meet the Words 
 Find the Syllables 

Reading A-Z: 
Readers Theater 
 
Tanuki’s Gift 
 
Fluency Development Sequence of 
steps 

3 Text: Maniac Magee By Jerry 
Spinelli 
Chapters 22-32 
Skill: Poetry Analysis, Analysis: 
Character, Setting, and Events 
Task:  Cooperative Learning 
Classroom Quilt, Significant 
Moments 

WHOLE GROUP DIRECT INSTRUCTION:  

Phonics: Syllasearch 

 Introduction 
 Teacher Explanation 
 Meet the Words 
 Find the Syllables 

Reading A-Z: 
Readers Theater 
 
The Shepard and the Fairy 
 
Fluency Development Sequence of 
steps 

 

 

 

 



                                                    
3rd/ELA Curriculum Road Map 

**IMPORTANT** 
For a copy of teacher and student pages/resources, see Resources Section at the end of each lesson. Many resources are repeated so please 

see previously completed lessons for sample copies. 

Week CORE Word Work Fluency 
4 Text: Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 

Chapters 33-40 
Skill: Character Analysis, Compare and 
Contrast, Sequence of Events 
Task: Compare/Contrast, Interesting, 
Awesome Me! (I am…) 

WHOLE GROUP DIRECT 
INSTRUCTION:  

Phonics: Syllasearch 

 Introduction 
 Teacher Explanation 
 Meet the Words 
 Find the Syllables 

Reading A-Z: 
Readers Theater 
 
Anansi and the Talking 
Watermelon 
 
Fluency Development Sequence of 
steps 

5 Text: Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
Chapters 41-46 
Skill: Analysis: Character, Setting and 
Events, Opinion Writing 
Task: Significant Moments, Opinion Writing 

WHOLE GROUP DIRECT 
INSTRUCTION:  

Phonics: Syllasearch 

 Introduction 
 Teacher Explanation 
 Meet the Words 
 Find the Syllables 

Reading A-Z: 
Readers Theater 
 
Money Trouble 
 
Fluency Development Sequence of 
steps 

6 Text: Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
Skill: Culminating Project Presentations.  
Task: Presentations, Interpretation, Opinion 
Writing 

WHOLE GROUP DIRECT 
INSTRUCTION:  

Phonics: Syllasearch 

Wrap up and review any previous 
lessons

Students perform favorite Readers 
Theater from this summer! 

 

 
 
 
 

 



                                                    
Summer Dreamers Academy 

 
English Language Arts Grade 3 

 
Core Curriculum Guide 

 
 
Title: Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli 
 
Unit Theme: Legends Are Made, Not Born 
 
Unit Question: What can we learn about ourselves by reading about legends? 
 
Unit Statement: 
 
Legends, like myths, are stories told as though they were true. The word “myth” comes from mythology; myths are set in ancient times and are 
generally about superhuman heroes. A legend is set in real world and in relatively recent times. Jeffery Lionel “Maniac” Magee might have lived a 
normal life if a trolley accident hadn’t made him an orphan. After living with his unhappy and uptight aunt and uncle for eight year, he decides to run 
– and not just run away, but run. And this is where the myth of Maniac Magee begins, as he changes the lives of a radically divided small town with 
his amazing and legendary feats. 
 
Maniac Magee is the perfect book for 3rd grade students transitioning to 4th grade. I touches on racism, homelessness, being different, having special 
gifts, teaching others to read, and the value of finding true friends, all in the package of a wonderfully engaging story with unforgettable characters. 
 
During this unit, students will have an opportunity to read, discuss and write about the legendary adventures of the one and only Maniac Magee. 
 
Culminating Project / Text Type: Opinion Writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                                    
Grade 3 

Maniac Magee Novel Study 
Culminating Project 

 
There are three separate components for the Culminating Project: Opinion Essay, Interpretation, and a Presentation. You will need to rely on notes in 
your their Reader's/Writer's Notebook, ideas from the conversations you have in class, and information contained in the charts you have made with 
classmates to complete the culminating projects. You will have time to work in class with your teacher and other students on completing each 
project. 
 
TEXT TYPE: OPINION ESSAY 
 
Prompt: 
* Option 1: In your opinion, what is the central theme of Maniac Magee? In your essay explain how that theme is conveyed through the main 
characters in the text. Write an opinion essay with an introduction that identifies the theme from the novel and body paragraphs that describe how 
that message is conveyed through the characters’ thoughts, words, and actions. Include a conclusion that recaps the major points of your opinion 
essay. Include specific evidence and details from the text to support your position. 
* Option 2: In your opinion, why is Jeffery Magee called Maniac Magee? Your essay should have a clear introduction that explains your opinion, a 
body paragraph that explain your ideas, and a concluding section that recaps the major points of your opinion essay. Include specific evidence and 
details from the text to support your position. 
 
INTERPRETATION 
For the interpretation, students have the option of one of the following tasks. Teachers and students can also develop their own interpretation related 
to the novel. 
* Block Party Poem 
* Quotes of Significant Moments 
* I AM Book 
* Teacher/ Student Choice 
 
PRESENTATION 
Prepare a two-five minute presentation for either your opinion essay or interpretation. 
* Use note cards to record the big ideas from your essay or interpretation. 
* Integrate at least four vocabulary words into the presentation. 
* Prepare visuals that support your topic. 
* Engage the audience during the presentation. 
* Maintain appropriate eye contact with the audience. 
* Use the presentation checklist to provide constructive feedback. 

 

 



                                                    

             Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 1 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 About the Author Piece 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 RAZ Anna and the Magic Coat 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 1                                                         
Section Instructional Routine ~ Building Background 

Introduction  During this lesson students will build background for the unit theme. Students will also make connections between the 
author and the novel. 

Unit Introduction  Distribute student journals. 
 Have students record an answer for the following prompt: 

What does the word maniac mean? 
 Allow students to share their response with a partner, then with the whole group. 
 Create a chart paper with the title “Why is Maniac Magee called a Maniac?” 
 Record a few working definitions from the whole class discussion on the chart. 
 Explain to students that during this unit, they will read the novel, Maniac Magee. 
 After each week, they will return to this chart to explore why the main character is called Maniac Magee. 

Book Walk  Provide students with a copy of the novel, Maniac Magee. 
 Read aloud the paragraph on the back cover of the book. 
 Briefly discuss the information provided. 
 Next, read aloud the section, “Before the Story” on pages 1-2. 
 On the board, record the Unit Theme: Legends Are Made, Not Born. 
 Have students discuss what this saying might mean in relation to what they have read so far about the book and main 

character. 
About the Author  Provide students with a copy of the attached passage, “About the Author: Jerri Spinelli”. 

 Read aloud the selection with students. 
 After reading the autobiography of, Jeri Spinelli, have students make connections between the author’s life and the 

novel. 

Closing  Explain to students that during the next lesson, they will read the first five chapters of the novel, Maniac Magee. 
 Ask students to talk to their parents and grandparents about people who are legends in their community, family or 

ethnicity.  

 

PA Core Standards 

CC.1.2.4.B Refer to details and examples in text to support what the text says explicitly and make inferences.  

CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade‐level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 1  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  gen • fect • man • per • tle • ment • com • vel • sho • son • tra • part • plete 
Word Cards  person • complete • travel • compartment • gentleman • perfect • shovel • gentle 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words 

with more than one syllable. 
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the Syllables - Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is person. Read it with me, person.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the per sound in person. What are the letters that make the son sound in 
person?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the son sound in person. What are the letters that make the son sound in 
person?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘per’ should appear in the first column, second row of the matrix. 
- The syllable card for ‘son’ should appear in the second column, fourth row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 
 
  gen fect man 

per tle ment 
com vel  



                                                    
sho son  
tra par  

 plete  
 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words: 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say. 
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘person…person.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 
  gen fect man 

 tle ment 
com vel  
sho   
tra par  

 plete  
person 

 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 
  gen fect man person 

 tle ment  
com vel   
sho    
tra par   

 plete   
person 

 



                                                    
 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place in 
the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 
 

gen fect man person 
per tle ment complete 
com vel  travel 
sho son  compartment 
tra part  gentleman 

 plete  perfect 
   shovel 
   gentle 

 
Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 1  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Introduction, Initial reads, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Students will listen to a passage read fluently and participate in a class discussion about the passage in order to increase 

their fluency. 
Step 1 The teacher introduces a new short text and reads it to the students two or three times while the students follow along 

silently. The text can be a poem, segment from a basal passage or trade book selection, etc. 
Step 2 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 3 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 

Resource 
 

Anna and the Magic Coat 
 

  

 

 

 

 



                                        
           
 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 1 Lesson 1  
Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 2 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 Two Column Chart on Chart Paper 

 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 RAZ Anna and the Magic Coat 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 2                                                         

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 1-5 
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 1-5 of Maniac Magee. Pages 5-19 

Opening  Have students share their family story with a partner. 
 Select a student to share their family story with the whole group. 
 As a group, discuss why this individual would be considered a legend. 
 If there are no stories from the classroom to share, the teacher can share their own example of a legend. 

Intro Vocabulary  infamous: If a person is infamous, then they have an extremely bad reputation. 
The bank robber was infamous in the small town. 

 Samaritan: A good Samaritan does a good deed for someone else. 
The school crossing guard was given a good Samaritan award. 

 pandemonium: If there is pandemonium, there is chaos or torment. 
The strong winds of the tornado caused pandemonium in the small town.  

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper. 
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter. 

 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important. 
 Read aloud pages 5-9. 
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 5 - 9 in their journals. 

Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 10-19. 
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading. 

Whole Group Discussion  Engage in a discussion of Chapters 5-19 with students using the following questions as a guide: 
✓ How did Jeffery Magee become an orphan? 
✓ What is strange about Aunt Dot and Uncle Dan? 
✓ Why did he run away? What does this tell you about Jeffery’s personality? 
✓ Why did Jeffery stand out in the East End? 
✓ What did Amanda have in her suitcase that Jeffery Loved? Explain why. 
✓ What was special about Jeffery catching Brian Denehy’s pass then putting the ball back to Hands 
Down? 
✓ Use evidence from the text to explain why the high school boys that Jeffery was cool times. 

 While discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. Have students refer to the text. 



                                                    
 

Focus Standards  
 
CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses. 

CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rdELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 2  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  can • yon • tion • va • ca • ment • im • cel • dis • prove • mense • play 
Word Cards  vacation • improve • improvement • immense • cancel • canyon • disprove • display 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable.
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the Syllables  Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is vacation. Read it with me, vacation.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 

 Say: “Point to the letters that make the va sound in vacation. What are the letters that make the va sound in 
vacation?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the ca sound in vacation. What are the letters that make the ca sound in 
vacation?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the tion sound in vacation. What are the letters that make the tion sound 
in vacation?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘va’ should appear second row of the first column of the matrix. The syllable 
card for ‘ca’ should appear in the second column, second row. 
- The syllable card for ‘tion’ should be placed in the top row of the third column. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 

 



                                                    
              

can yon tion 
va ca ment 
im cel  
dis prove  

 mense  
 play  

 
           - Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called  
 Collect the Words. 
 • Collect the Words: 
 - In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
            - Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that yousay. 
            - After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
            - You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
            - Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘vacation…vacation.” 
            - Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
            - The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards  
 below the matrix to form the word. 
            - The display would look like the following: 

can yon  
  ment 

im cel  
dis prove  

 mense  
 play  

vacation 
 
            - Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
            - Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
 cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

can yon  vacation 
  ment  

im cel   
dis prove   

 mense   



                                                    
 play   

vacation 
 

- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the 
 pocket chart) to their original place in the matrix. 
            - Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
            - At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

can yon tion vacation 
va ca ment improve 
im cel  improvement 
dis prove  immense 

 mense  cancel 
 play  canyon 
   disprove 
   display 

 
 
 Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 2  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Small Group Read, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and with a partner in order to increase their fluency. 

Step 4 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times. Antiphonal reading and other variations are used to 
create variety and maintain engagement. 

Step 5 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 
the passage. 

Step 6 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Resource 

 
Anna and the Magic Coat 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 1 Lesson 2  
Resources 

 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 3 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 Two Column Chart on Chart Paper 
 Lesson 1 Chart 

 
Word Work  

 
Approximately  

30 min 
 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 RAZ Anna and the Magic Coat 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 3                                                        

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 6-11  
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 6-11 of Maniac Magee. Pages 20-40 

Opening  Have students use their notes from chapters 1-5 to orally summarize what they have learned so far about 
Maniac Magee. 

Review Vocabulary  infamous: If a person is infamous, then they have an extremely bad reputation. 
Think of a character from a book or story. Who would you describe as infamous? Explain why. 

 Samaritan: A Good Samaritan does a good deed for someone else. 
Who would you describe as a good Samaritan in your school and community? Explain why. 

 pandemonium: If there is pandemonium, there is chaos or torment. 
What might cause students in a school to experience pandemonium? Explain why. 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper. 
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter. 
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important. 
 Read aloud pages 20-29. 
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 20-29 in their journals. 

Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 30-40. 
 •Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading.  

Whole Group Discussion  Engage in a discussion of Chapters 6-11 with students using the following questions as a guide: 
✓ What is interesting about the dinner at the Pickwells’? Explain why. 
✓ After Jeffery eats at the Pickwell’s, what do the children find him doing outside? Explain why. 
✓ Why is John McNab so angry with Maniac? 
✓ Why do the Cobras stop chasing Maniac? 
✓ Why does Maniac have trouble with Mars Bar and the word “bad”? 
✓ What does Maniac feel like doing after the lady “saved him from Mars Bar? 
✓ Why does Amanda blame Mars Bar and not Maniac for tearing her book? 

 While discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. Have students refer to the text. 
Closing  Have students return to the chart from lesson one: “Why is Maniac Magee called a Maniac?” 

 Allow students to individually respond to this question in their journals, then share ideas with partners. 
 Engage students in a whole group discussion and add to the classroom chart. 



                                                    
Focus Standards  
 
CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  

CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 3  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  be • ware • tion • a • come • in • lec • se • date • e • cure • lert 
Word Cards  become • beware • income • aware • alert • selection • sedate • secure • election 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more than one 

syllable. 
Teacher 

Explanation 
 Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words (multisyllabic 

words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become the parts 
that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the 
Syllables 

 Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is become. Read it with me, become.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you say, and 
name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the be sound in become. What are the letters that make the be sound in become?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the come sound in become. What are the letters that make the come sound in 
become?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on the 
chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘be’ should appear at the top of the first column of the matrix. The syllable card for 
‘come’ should appear in the second column, second row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards are 
arranged according to the matrix below. 

be ware tion 
a come  
in lec  
se date  



                                                    
e cure  
 lert  

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called Collect the 
Words. 
• Collect the Words: 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables rom the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say. 
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘become…become.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards below the 
matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 

 ware tion 
a   
in lec  
se date  
e cure  
 lert  

become 
 
 
- Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable cards) 
at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

 ware tion become 
a    
in lec   
se date   
e cure   
 lert   

become 
 



                                                    
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place in the 
matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 
 

be ware tion become 
a come  beware 
in lec  income 
se date  aware 
e cure  alert 
 lert  selection 
   sedate 
   secure 
   election 

 
 
Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 3  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Word Discussion Activities, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to choose 

interesting words from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  
Step 7 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 8 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Step 9 Students engage in 5-10 minutes of word study activities (e.g. word sorts with word bank words, word walls, flash 

card practice, defining words, word games, etc.)  
Step 10 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members.  

Resource 
 

Anna and the Magic Coat 

  

 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 1 Lesson 3  
Resources 

 
 
 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 4 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 Two Column Chart on Chart Paper 
 Lesson 1 Chart 

 
Word Work  

 
Approximately  

30 min 
 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 RAZ Anna and the Magic Coat 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 4                                                        

Section Instructional Routine ~  Chapter 10 (This could take 2 days) 
Introduction  During this lesson students will compare and contrast the characters and plots of chapter 10 and the short story “Thank 

you, Ma’am” by Langston Hughes. 
Opening  Have students use their notes from chapters 6-11 to orally summarize what they have learned so far about Maniac 

Magee. 
Vocabulary  Review the vocabulary words: infamous, Samaritan, pandemonium 

 Challenge students to use the vocabulary words from chapters 1-11 in their writing. 
Whole Group Discussion  In Chapter 10, Maniac is saved from Mars Bars’ anger by an unidentified woman. Jerri Spinelli wrote, 

 “Maniac just stood there for a minute. There was something he felt like doing, and maybe he would have, but the lady 
turned around and went back inside her house and shut the door. So he walked away.” 

 Inform students that the poet, Langston Hughes wrote a story with a similar ending. The story is called, “Thank You, 
“Ma’am.” 

 Distribute the selection, “Thank You, Ma’am” to each student. 
 Read aloud the selection. 
 While reading, stop and engage student in questions regarding the characters and events using details from the 

passage. 
 After reading, have students discuss the theme of the passage and how this short story relates to chapter 10. 

Partner Activity  Have students work with a partner to answer one of the two questions below on the attached response paper. 
 Review the criteria for open-ended writing using the attached Open Ended Response Check List. 
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading and writing. 

Struggling students may benefit from using the attached graphic organizer as well. 
Writing Prompt  How is the situation with Roger and Mrs. Luella Bates Washington Jones similar to what happens in 

 Chapter 10 of Maniac Magee? Use evidence from the passage in your response. 
 What are some differences between Roger’s and Maniac’s situations? Use evidence from the passage in your response. 

Closing  Have students use the open ended response checklist to review their work. 
 Select a few partnerships to share their response with the entire group. 

Focus Standards 
CC.1.3.3.A Determine the central message, lesson, or moral in literary text; explain how it is conveyed in text.  
CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  
C.1.4.3.D Create an organizational structure that includes information grouped and connected logically with a concluding statement or section.  
CC.1.3.4.H Compare and contrast similar themes, topics, and patterns of events in literature, including texts from different cultures. 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 4  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllasearch  Continue with any unfinished lessons or repeat any lessons that posed difficult for campers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 4  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Read to Someone, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and to a partner or an audience in order to increase 

their fluency. 
Step 11 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 12 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Step 13 Students engage in 5-10 minutes of word study activities (e.g. word sorts with word bank words, word walls, flash 

card practice, defining words, word games, etc.)  
Resource 

 
Anna and the Magic Coat 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 1 Lesson 4  
Resources 

 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 5 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 RAZ Anna and the Magic Coat 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 
 
 



                                                    

 
WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 5  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllasearch  Continue with any unfinished lessons or repeat any lessons that posed difficult for campers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 1 Lesson 5  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Read to an Audience 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to choose 

interesting words from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  
Step 1 The teacher introduces a new short text and reads it to the students two or three times while the students follow along 

silently. The text can be a poem, segment from a basal passage or trade book selection, etc. 
Step 2 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 3 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Step 4 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times. Antiphonal reading and other variations are used to 

create variety and maintain engagement. 
Step 5 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 6 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Step 7 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 8 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Resource 

 
Anna and the Magic Coat 

 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ELA Week 1 Lesson 5  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 1 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Tanuki’s Gift 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 1 

Section Instructional Routine ~ 12-14 
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 12-14 of Maniac Magee. Pages 41-54 

Opening  Guide students to orally summarize events and characters in Chapters 1-11. 
 Allow students to turn and talk to discuss their favorite part of the book so far. 
 Have students use their journals to record questions they have. 
 Have students share their questions with the whole group and record them chart paper. 

Introduce Vocabulary  vow(ed): If you vow to do something, then you make a promise. 
The bride and groom tool a vowel to love each other in sickness and health. 

 propel: Propel is to move or push somebody or something forward. 
The football propelled toward the goal post. 

 gawk(ed): If someone gawks then they stare at you in an awkward or rude way. 
The boys gawked at the new student because he was different 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper. 
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter. 
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important. 
 Read aloud pages 41-44 
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 41-44 in their journal. 

Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 45-53. 
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading. 

Whole Group Discussion  Engage in a discussion of Chapters 12-14 with students using the following questions as a guide: 
✓ Why does Mr. Beale take Maniac back to the Beale house? 
✓ What does Maniac do before falling asleep in the Beale house? What does this tell you about Maniac Magee? 
✓ Why does Maniac sleep on the floor in the Beale home? 
✓ Why is the only way Lester and Hester agree to take a bath? 
✓ What is Maniac allergic to? Why is everyone surprised by this? 
✓ Turn and talk to a partner to discuss the things Maniac loved about living with the Beale. 
✓ What do you think he enjoyed most about living with the Beale family? Explain why. 
 While discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. Have students refer to the text. 

 



                                                    
 

 

Focus Standards 

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  
CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  
CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 1  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  dis • cov • er • re • tract • cal • prac • ti • con • sid 
Word Cards  discover • distract • contract • consider • retract • retire • practical • vertical 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable.
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the Syllables  Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is discover. Read it with me, discover.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the dis sound in discover. What are the letters that make the dis sound in 
discover?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the cov sound in discover. What are the letters that make the cov sound in 
discover?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the er sound in discover. What are the letters that make the er sound in 
discover?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘dis’ should appear at the top of the first column of the matrix. The syllable 
card for ‘cov’ should appear in the second column, first row. 
- The syllable card for ‘er’ should appear in the third column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 
 



                                                    
 

dis cov er  
re tract cal  

prac tire   
ver ti   
con sid   

    
    

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say. 
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘discover…discover.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

    
re tract cal  

prac tire   
ver ti   
con sid   

discover 
    

 
-Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

   discover 
re tract cal  

prac tire   

 



                                                    
ver ti   
con sid   

discover 
    

 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place 

in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

dis cov er discover 
re tract cal distract 

prac tire  contract 
ver ti  consider 
con sid  retract 

   retire 
   practical 
   vertical 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 1  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Introduction, Initial Reads, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Students will listen to a passage read fluently and participate in a class discussion about the passage in order to increase 

their fluency. 
Step 1 The teacher introduces a new short text and reads it to the students two or three times while the students follow along 

silently. The text can be a poem, segment from a basal passage or trade book selection, etc. 
Step 2 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 3 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 

Resource 
 

Tanuki’s Gift 
  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                        
           

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 2 Lesson 1  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 2 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Tanuki’s Gift 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 2     

                                                    

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 15-17 
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 15-17 of Maniac Magee. Pages 54-63 

Opening  Ask students explain the following saying in their journal: 
“Home is Where the Heart Is” 

 Allow students to respond individually then share their ideas with a partner. 
 Engage in a whole group discussion regarding the interpretation of the saying and how it relates to 
 Maniac Magee in Chapters 12-14. 

Review of Vocabulary  vow(ed): If you vow to do something, then you make a promise. 
Why might a police officer vowel to do? Explain why. 

 propel: Propel is to move or push somebody or something forward. 
What might a toddler propel in the swimming pool? Explain why? 

 gawk(ed): If someone gawks then they stare at you in an awkward or rude way. 
Why might a person gawk at an animal in the zoo? Explain why. 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper. 
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter. 
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important. 
 Read aloud pages 54-56. 
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 54-56 in their journals. 

APartner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 57-63. 
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading. 

Whole Group 
Discussion 

 Engage in a discussion of Chapters 15-17 with students using the following questions as a guide: 
✓ Why did little kids and big kids come from all around to see Maniac Magee? 
✓ How did Mrs. Beale react to Maniac’s trash talking in her kitchen? Explain why? 
✓ What does this tell you about Mrs. Beale’s personality and values? 
✓ What does Maniac come to realize in chapter 16? What was he blind to? How do you think this will 
impact his relationship with others in the East End? Explain why. 
✓ Reread page 59, what can you visualize based on the author’s description of summer? 



                                                    
✓ What happens in chapter 17 that causes Maniac to not sleep well? How does this event lead to 

 Maniac’s running and the vandalism on the Beale home? 
 While discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. Have students refer to the text. 

 

Focus Standards  

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  

CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 2  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  in • ter • rupt • pre • vent • view • cra • dle • de • vour 
Word Cards  discover • distract • contract • consider • retract • retire • practical • vertical 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable 
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find Syllables  Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is interrupt. Read it with me, interrupt.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the in sound in interrupt. What are the letters that make the in sound in 
interrupt?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the ter sound in interrupt. What are the letters that make the ter sound in 
interrupt?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the rupt sound in interrupt. What are the letters that make the rupt sound 
in interrupt?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘in’ should appear at the top of the first column of the matrix. The syllable 
card for ‘ter’ should appear in the second column, first row. 
- The syllable card for ‘rupt’ should appear in the third column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below.  
 



                                                    
 
 

in ter rupt  
pre vent view  
cra dle   
de vour   
rid    

    
    

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to  go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say.  
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘interrupt…interrupt.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

    
pre vent view  
cra dle   
de vour   
rid    

interrupt 
 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

   interrupt 
pre vent view  
cra dle   



                                                    
de vour   
rid    

interrupt 
    

 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place 

in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

in ter rupt interrupt 
pre vent view invent 
cra dle  interview 
de vour  prevent 
rid   cradle 

   crater 
   deter 
   devour 
   riddle 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 2 

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Small Group, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and with a partner in order to increase their fluency. 

Step 4 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times. Antiphonal reading and other variations are used to 
create variety and maintain engagement. 

Step 5 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 
the passage. 

Step 6 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Resource 

 
Tanuki’s Gift 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 2 Lesson 2  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 3 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Tanuki’s Gift 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 3 

Section Instructional Routine ~  Chapter 17 
Introduction  During this lesson students will use details from the text to create a descriptive poem. Page 59 
Vocabulary  Explain to students that a simile is a comparison of two unlike things, people, or places using the words like 

or as. For example: The boy was as fast as a cheetah. The two things being compared are the boy’s speed 
and the speed of the cheetah. 

 Have students return to Chapter 17, page 59 to discuss the simile example. 
 Reread the sentence on page 59 that begins with… “And so hot the fire hydrant…” 
 As a group discuss the two things being compared and why the author would use figurative language. 

Poetry  On page 59, the author describes the block party by writing a series of short and one-word sentences. 
 These sentences could be turned into a poem simply by arranging them to look like one. 
 Record the following Block Party Poem on a chart paper and discuss the author’s craft: 

Block Party Poem 
Radios blaring. 
People blaring. 

Somebody selling lemonade. 
Somebody selling Kook-Aid ice cubes on toothpicks. 

Bodies. 
Skin. 

Colors. 
Water. 

Gleaming. 
Buttery. 
Warm. 
Cool. 
Wet. 

Screaming 
Happy. 

Partnerships  Explain to students that they will write their own poem using a series of short and one-word sentences using 
the attached Poetry Writing Template. 



                                                    
 As a group, brainstorm events from the novel that students could turn into a series of short and one word 

sentences. Students can also choose to write about their own community. 
 Have students work with a partner to develop a poem. Students can also work individually or with a teacher 

led small group. 
Closing  Select a few partnerships to share their poem with the entire class. 

 

Focus Standards 

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  

CC.1.3.1.F Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.  

CC.1.3.2.F Describe how words and phrases supply rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 3  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  al • fec • bet • in • i • tion • ad • pha • bi • bum • tage • mit • mire • van 
Word Cards  alphabet • alibi • album • infection • admire • advantage • admit • alpha 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable 
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find Syllables - Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is alphabet. Read it with me, alphabet.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the al sound in alphabet. What are the letters that make the al sound in 
alphabet?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the pha sound in alphabet. What are the letters that make the pha sound in 
alphabet?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the bet sound in alphabet. What are the letters that make the pha sound in 
alphabet?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘al’ should appear at the top of the first column of the matrix. The syllable 
card for ‘pha’ should appear in the second column, third row. 
- The syllable card for ‘bet’ should appear in the third column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below 
 



                                                    
 

al fec bet  
in i tion  
ad pha bi  
 bum tage  
 mit   

 mire   
 van   

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say.  
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘alphabet…alphabet.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

 fec   
in i tion  
ad  bi  
 bum tage  
 mit   

 mire   
alphabet 

 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

 fec  alphabet 
in i tion  
ad  bi  



                                                    
 bum tage  
 mit   

 mire   
alphabet 

    
 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place 

in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

al fec bet alphabet 
in i tion alibi 
ad pha bi album 
 bum tage infection 
 mit  admire 

 mire  advantage 
 van  admit 
   alpha 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 3  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Word Discussion Activities, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to choose 

interesting words from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  
Step 7 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 8 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Step 9 Students engage in 5-10 minutes of word study activities (e.g. word sorts with word bank words, word walls, flash 

card practice, defining words, word games, etc.)  
Step 10 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members.  

Resource 
 

Tanuki’s Gift 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 2 Lesson 3  
Resources 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 4 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Tanuki’s Gift 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 4 

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 18-21  
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 18-21 of Maniac Magee. Pages 64-76 

Opening  Have students write a reflection based on the following prompt: 
- Write about a time when you were treated unfairly based on race, gender, or religion. 

 Discuss the prompt with students and explain that they can also write about this happening to a friend, 
family member, or character in a story they have read. 

 Allow students to volunteer to share their story with the entire class. 
 Relate the student’s personal story to the events that occurred with Maniac Magee at the end of chapter 17. 

Review Vocabulary  gawk(ed): If someone gawks then they stare at you in an awkward or rude way. 
 In Chapters 12-21 people were gawking at Maniac Magee. Explain why. 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper. 
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter. 
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important. 
 Read aloud pages 64-67. 
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 64-67 in their journals. 

Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 68-76. . 
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading 

Whole Group 
Discussion 

 Engage in a discussion of Chapters 18-21 with students using the following questions as a guide: 
✓ Reread page 64, what didn’t Amanda understand about the hurt Maniac felt? 
✓ What idea does Amanda have for making everyone like Maniac? Do you think it will work? Explain why. 
✓ What does Maniac do for ten minutes before trying to untie the knot? Explain why? 
✓ Why does Maniac feel he has to leave the Beale family? 
✓ Why does Maniac leave town by walking down the center of Hector Street? 

 While discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. Have students refer to the text. While 
discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. 

Closing  For homework, ask the students to talk to family members about a time when they were treated differently 
because of their race, gender, or religion. 

 

 



                                                    
 

 

 

Focus Standards 

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  

CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 4  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllasearch  Continue with any unfinished lessons or repeat any lessons that posed difficult for campers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 4  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Word Discussion Activities, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to choose 

interesting words from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  
Step 7 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 8 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Step 9 Students engage in 5-10 minutes of word study activities (e.g. word sorts with word bank words, word walls, flash 

card practice, defining words, word games, etc.)  
Step 10 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members.  

Resource 
 

Tanuki’s Gift 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 2 Lesson 4  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 5 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Tanuki’s Gift 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 5 

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 12-21 
Introduction  During this lesson students will read a passage about Civil Rights titled, “Segregation: Past or 

 Present?” and discuss how the ideas presented in the text relate to the novel Maniac Magee. Pages 41-76 
Opening  Have students write a reflection based on the following prompt: 

 Write about a time when your family member was treated unfairly based on race, gender, or religion. 
 Allow students to volunteer to share their story with the entire class. 
 Relate the student’s story to the events that occurred with Maniac Magee at the end of chapters 17 and 18. 

Whole Group Reading  Provide students with a copy of the informational passage, “Segregation: Past or Present? 
 Read aloud the passage while stopping periodically to discuss the meaning of each paragraph. 
 Model for students how to make side notes in the margins to capture the big ideas and underline important information 

about segregation. 
 Encourage students to make text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world connections while reading the passage. 

Small Group Activity  Have students work within a small group to answer the following prompts in their journal: 
- Everybody called Jeffery "Maniac Magee.” When asked what his name was, he would reply, “My name is Jeffery. 
You know me.” Explain why he had this reaction using evidence from the novel. 
- How has Maniac Magee been impacted by segregation and race in the novel so far? What are his thoughts about race 
and how people should be treated? Use evidence from the passage in your response. 

 Allow students to work in small groups of 4-5 students each. 
 Assign each group one of the two prompts above. 
 Have students first collect evidence from the novel in their journals individually. 
 Next allow students to share ideas as a group. 
 Provide each group with one piece of chart paper. 
 One person from each group should record the assigned prompt and the groups’ response. 
 The response can be in the form of a bulleted list with textual evidence. 
 Each group will also select one person from their group to share the information on the chart paper 
 with the entire class 

Closing  Have students return the classroom chart and journal entry: “Why is Maniac Magee called a Maniac?” 
 Allow students to add to the classroom chart and journal entry after a brief classroom discussion. 

Focus Standards 
CC.1.2.3.A Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea.  
CC.1.2.4.B Refer to details and examples in text to support what the text says explicitly and make inferences.  
CC.1.3.5.H Compare and contrast texts in the same genre on their approaches to similar themes and topics as well as additional literary elements. 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 5  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllasearch  Continue with any unfinished lessons or repeat any lessons that posed difficult for campers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 2 Lesson 5  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Read to an Audience 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to choose 

interesting words from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  
Step 1 The teacher introduces a new short text and reads it to the students two or three times while the students follow along 

silently. The text can be a poem, segment from a basal passage or trade book selection, etc. 
Step 2 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 3 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Step 4 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times. Antiphonal reading and other variations are used to 

create variety and maintain engagement. 
Step 5 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 6 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Step 7 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 8 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Resource 

 
Tanuki’s Gift 
 

  

 
 
 



                                        
           
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 2 Lesson 5  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 1 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 in 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 The Shepard and the Fairy 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 1                                                        

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 22-24 
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 22-24 of Maniac Magee. Pages 79-90 

Opening  Have students return to the questions they generated at the beginning of Week 2. 
 Orally discuss any answers that were uncovered from reading chapters 12-21. 
 Have students use their journals to record additional questions they hope to have answering in the next few 

chapters. 
 Have students share their questions with the whole group and record them chart paper. 

Introduce Vocabulary  spree: If someone goes on a spree, they engage in extravagant and lavish behavior 
The movie star went on a shopping spree for new shoes. 

 languish(ed): If something is languished, it is neglected or deprived. 
The vacant building was described as languished. 

 stoic: A stoic person is unemotional, patient, and shows endurance without complaining or getting upset 
The stoic army veteran completed his missions without complain. 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper. 
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter. 
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important. 
 Read aloud pages 79-83. 
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 79-83 in their journals.. 

 Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 84-90. 
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading. 

Whole Group 
Discussion 

 Engage in a discussion of Chapters 22-24 with students using the following questions as a guide: 
✓ Use specific details from the text and character traits to describe Grayson. 
✓ Why doesn’t Maniac Magee want to go to school? What does this reveal about his character? 
✓ Grayson makes assumptions about black people, and he is surprised to find that out that his assumptions 
are not true. How do you think it was possible Grayson to have gone so long without knowing that his 
assumptions about black people were false? 

 While discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. Have students refer to the text. 
 

 



                                                    
 

 

Focus Standards 

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  

CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 1  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  ex • cel • ple • can • tial • lent • par • am • lor 
Word Cards  exam • example • excellent • excel • parcel • parlor • partial • cancel 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable 
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the Syllables Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is exam. Read it with me, exam.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the ex sound in exam. What are the letters that make the ex sound in 
exam?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the am sound in exam. What are the letters that make the am sound in 
exam?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘ex’ should appear at the top of the first column of the matrix. The syllable 
card for ‘am’ should appear in the second column, third row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 
 

ex cel ple  
can tial lent  
par am   

 



                                                    
 lor   

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say.  
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘exam…exam.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

 cel ple  
can tial lent  
par    

 lor   
exam 

 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

 cel ple exam 
can tial lent  
par    

 lor   
exam 

 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place 

in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

ex cel ple exam 
can tial lent example 

 



                                                    
par am  excellent 

 lor  excel 
   parcel 

   parlor 
   partial 
   cancel 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 1  
Section Instructional Routine ~ Introduction, Initial Reads, Take Home 

Lesson Focus Students will listen to a passage read fluently and participate in a class discussion about the passage in order to increase their 
fluency. 

Step 1 The teacher introduces a new short text and reads it to the students two or three times while the students follow along silently. 
The text can be a poem, segment from a basal passage or trade book selection, etc. 

Step 2 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of the 
passage. 

Step 3 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 

Resource 
 

The Shepard and the Fairy 

 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 3 Lesson 1  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 2 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 The Shepard and the Fairy 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 2                                                        

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 25-30 
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 25-30 of Maniac Magee. Page 91-111 

Opening  Ask students to respond to the following question in their journals: 
- Where has Maniac’s journey taken him? Why do you think he continues to run? 

 Allow students to respond individually then share their ideas with a partner. 
 Engage in a whole group discussion. 

Review Vocabulary   spree: If someone goes on a spree, they engage in extravagant and lavish behavior 
If you could go on a shopping spree, what would you buy? 

 languish(ed): If something is languished, it is neglected or deprived. 
What do you think should be done with languished and neglected buildings in your community? 

 stoic: A stoic person is unemotional, patient, and shows endurance without complaining or getting upset 
What is an antonym for stoic? 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper. 
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter. 
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important. 
 Read aloud pages 91-102. 
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 91-102 in their journals. 

Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 103-111. 
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading. 
 While students are reading, provide them with the following guiding questions on a chart paper. 
 Have students record the answers to these questions as they are reading pages 103-111. 

- Why does Maniac say “A-men” to Grayson? 
- How has Maniac helped Grayson? 
- Reread the first paragraph on page 106. What does the author mean by “winter kicked it in the stomach”? 
- Why did Maniac paint a number on his door? What does this tell you about his hopes and dreams? 

Closing  Inform students that during the next lesson, student will have an opportunity to finish reading and responding to pages 
103-111. Classmates should listen for the lesson/ theme of the story.  

Focus Standards 

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  

CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 2  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  de • mol • ish • pro • form • tive • re • verse • ceive • tec 
Word Cards  protective • reverse • demolish • detective • deform • deceive • reform • receive 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable 
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words (multisyllabic 

words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become the 
parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the Syllables Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is protective. Read it with me, protective.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the pro sound in protective. What are the letters that make the pro sound in 
protective?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the tec sound in protective. What are the letters that make the tec sound in 
protective?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the tive sound in protective. What are the letters that make the tive sound in 
protective?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘pro’ should appear in the second row of the first column of the matrix. The 
syllable card for ‘tec’ should appear in the second column, fifth row. 
- The syllable card for ‘tive’ should appear in the third column, second row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 
 



                                                    
de mol ish  
pro form tive  
re verse   
 ceive   
 tec   

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called Collect 
the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say.  
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘protective…protective.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

de mol ish  
 form   

re verse   
 ceive   
    

protective 
 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

de mol ish protective 
 form   

re verse   
 ceive   
    

protective 
 



                                                    
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place in 

the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

de mol ish protective 
pro form tive reverse 
re verse  demolish 
 ceive  detective 
 tec  deform 

   deceive 
   reform 
   receive 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 2  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Small Group Read, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and with a partner in order to increase their fluency. 

Step 4 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times. Antiphonal reading and other variations are used to 
create variety and maintain engagement. 

Step 5 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 
the passage. 

Step 6 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Resource 

 
The Shepard and the Fairy 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 3 Lesson 2  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 3 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 Magazines 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 The Shepard and the Fairy 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Tape 
 Glue 
 Construction Paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 3 

Section Instructional Routine ~ Pages 103-111  
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss pages 103-111. Students will also create classroom quilt. 

Opening  Have students work with a partner to brainstorm a list of abilities and interests that Maniac Magee possesses. 
 Select a few partnerships to share with the entire group. 
 Inform students that during this lesson, they will develop a classroom quilt filled with their own special talents and 

abilities. 
Whole Group  Inform students that Maniac Magee has many abilities, such as running, catching, and untying knots. 

 He also has many interest, like being friendly, eating Tastycakes, and reading all types of books. 
 Remind students that they each have their own abilities and interests that make them very special. 
 Each student in the class is special in his or her own way. 
 To celebrate these qualities, students will create a classroom quilt. 
 Each member will have their own square that will reveal his or her individuality (see attachment) 

Creating the Classroom 
Quilt 

 Each student gets a piece of white paper on which to create an art work that shows his or her interests, thoughts, future 
plans or talents. 

 Students can use art supplies or create a collage by cutting pictures out of magazines. 
 After the students have completed their artwork, have each select a piece of construction paper. 
 Ask them to glue their artwork in the middle of the construction paper so it creates a frame around each piece. 
 After the class is finished, use the wide masking tape to create the quilt. Turn over the square pieces of construction 

paper and lay them in the pattern you wish on the floor. 
 Using the tape to fasten the pieces together, you will create a beautiful classroom quilt 

Partnerships  Allow students to work with a partner or in a small group to complete the reading and response questions for pages 
103-111. 
- Why does Maniac say “A-men” to Grayson? 
- How has Maniac helped Grayson? 
- Reread the first paragraph on page 106. What does the author mean by “winter kicked it in the stomach”? 
- Why did Maniac paint a number on his door? What does this tell you about his hopes and dreams? 

 

Focus Standards  

CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 3  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  au • then • tic • ca • pa • ble • gi • di • tion • tra • tumn • ter • gan 
Word Cards  authentic • audible • audition • capable • cater • autumn • gigantic • tradition 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable 
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the Syllables Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is authentic. Read it with me, authentic.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the au sound in authentic. What are the letters that make the au sound in 
authentic?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the then sound in authentic. What are the letters that make the then sound 
in authentic?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the tic sound in authentic. What are the letters that make the tic sound in 
authentic?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘au’ should appear in top of the first column of the matrix. The syllable card 
for ‘then’ should appear in the second column, first row. 
- The syllable card for ‘tic’ should appear in the third column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 
 



                                                    
 

au then tic  
ca pa ble  
gi di tion  
tra tumn   

 ter   
 gan   

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say.  
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘authentic…authentic.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

    
ca pa ble  
gi di tion  
tra tumn   

 ter   
 gan   

authentic 
 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

   authentic 
ca pa ble  
gi di tion  
tra tumn   



                                                    
 ter   
 gan   

authentic 
 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place 

in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

au then tic authentic 
ca pa ble audible 
gi di tion audition 
tra tumn  capable 

 ter  cater 
 gan  autumn 

   gigantic 
   tradition 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 3  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Word Discussion Activities, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to choose 

interesting words from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  
Step 7 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 8 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Step 9 Students engage in 5-10 minutes of word study activities (e.g. word sorts with word bank words, word walls, flash 

card practice, defining words, word games, etc.)  
Step 10 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members.  

Resource 
 

The Shepard and the Fairy 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 3 Lesson 3  
Resources 

 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 4 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 The Shepard and the Fairy 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 4 

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 31-32 
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 31-32 of Maniac Magee. Pages 112-118 

Opening  On separate pieces of chart paper, record the following question from Chapters 28-30. 
- Why does Maniac say “A-men” to Grayson? 
- How has Maniac helped Grayson? 
- Reread the first paragraph on page 106. What does the author mean by “winter kicked it in the stomach”? 

      - Why did Maniac paint a number on his door? What does this tell you about his hopes and dreams? 
 Students will circulate to each chart paper in groups of four. 
 Have students read the prompt and discuss their responses within their groups of four.  

Review Vocabulary  stoic: A stoic person is unemotional, patient, and shows endurance without complaining or getting upset 
Who would you describe as stoic in the novel Maniac Magee? Explain why 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper. 
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter. 
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important. 
 Read aloud pages 112-114. 
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 112-114 in their journals 

Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 115-118. 
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading. 
 While students are independently reading have them answer the following prompts in their journals: 

- Were you surprised with the ending of Part II? Why? 
- What do you think will happen to Maniac Magee in the next few chapters? 
- Pretend you are Maniac Magee. Write a journal entry from his point of view about December 30th 

 Include details and emotions. 
Closing  During the next lesson, students will share out their journal responses. 

 

Focus Standards: 

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  

CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  

CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 4  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllasearch  Continue with any unfinished lessons or repeat any lessons that posed difficult for campers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 4  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Read to Someone, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and to a partner or an audience in order to increase 

their fluency. 
Step 11 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 12 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Step 13 Students engage in 5-10 minutes of word study activities (e.g. word sorts with word bank words, word walls, flash 

card practice, defining words, word games, etc.)  
Resource 

 
The Shepard and the Fairy 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 3 Lesson 4  
Resources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 5 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 The Shepard and the Fairy 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 5                                                        
 

Section Instructional Routine ~  Chapters 1-32 
Introduction 

  
 During this lesson students will analyze a significant event from chapters 1 – 32. Pages 1-118 

Opening  Allow students to share their journal responses from the previous lesson with a partner, then with the entire group. 
 Have students discuss how their journal entry for December 30th would have been different if it were told from 

someone’s point of view. 
Whole Group  Explain to students that during this lesson, they will choose a quote from the novel and analyze its meaning. 

 On the board or chart paper record the following quotes: 
 Chapter 1: “Never again to return to the house of two toasters.” 
 Chapter 3: “It’s where I’m from, not where I am.” 
 Chapter 7: “…McNab could already feel his strikeout record fading to a mere grain in the sandlot of history.” 
 Chapter 12: “Mars Bar did not stop till he was inside Maniac’s phone booth of space...” 
 Chapter 15: “But everything did not love him back.” 
 Chapter 20: “…because he knew he was finally facing a knot that would stand up and fight, a worthy opponent.” 
 Chapter 26: “Stiff, crooked fingers that grabbed clumsily with Krimpet wrappers curled naturally around the shape of 

a baseball.” 
Classroom Model  Choose one quote from the above list and model for student how to write an explanation of the quote, and draw an 

image relating to the context of the quote. 
 Use the attached significant movement analysis template. 
 In the first square record the quote, in the second draw an interpretation of the quote and in the final section record an 

explanation analyzing what the quote means. 
Independent Application  Have students independently choose a quote from the list provided and complete the Significant Moment Template. 

Share Out  Select a few students to share their significant moment analysis with the entire group. 
Closing  Have students return the classroom chart and journal entry: “Why is Maniac Magee called a Maniac.” 

 Allow students to add to the classroom chart and journal entry after a brief classroom discussion. 
 
Focus Standards  
CC.1.3.4.D Compare and contrast an event or topic told from two different points of view.  
CC.1.3.4.G Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version 
reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text.  
CC.1.3.4.B Cite relevant details from text to support what the text says explicitly and make inferences. 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 5  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllasearch  Continue with any unfinished lessons or repeat any lessons that posed difficult for campers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 3 Lesson 5  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Read to an Audience 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to choose 

interesting words from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  
Step 1 The teacher introduces a new short text and reads it to the students two or three times while the students follow along 

silently. The text can be a poem, segment from a basal passage or trade book selection, etc. 
Step 2 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 3 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Step 4 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times. Antiphonal reading and other variations are used to 

create variety and maintain engagement. 
Step 5 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 6 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Step 7 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 8 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Resource 

 
The Shepard and the Fairy 

  

 
 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ELA Week 3 Lesson 5  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 1 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Anansi and the Talking Watermelon 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 1                                                        

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 33-35 
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 33-35 of Maniac Magee.  Pages 121-135 

Opening  Have students return to the questions they generated at the beginning of Week 3.  
 Orally discuss any answers that were uncovered from reading chapters 22-32.  
 Have students use their journals to record additional questions they hope to have answering in the next few chapters.    
 Have students share their questions with the whole group and record them chart paper. 

Introduce Vocabulary  retaliate:  If you retaliate against someone, then you deliberately harm them for revenge   
The bully was told not to retaliate against his classmates.    

 beseech(ing): If you beseech someone, then you beg them to do something.        
Amanda beseeched Maniac Magee before he left the McNab home.    

 exuberance:  If someone is full of exuberance, then they are full of happy spirits   
Young children are often full of exuberance. 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper.    
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter.    
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important.    
 Read aloud pages 121-123.  
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 121-123 in their journal 

Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 124-135.  
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading. 

Whole Group Discussion  Engage in a discussion of Chapters 22-24 with students using the following questions as a guide:  
 The author states that Maniac, “Would not beg,” on page 122.  Why wouldn’t he beg?    
 Describe the new characters that Mania meets in chapter 34.  What is their connection to Maniac’s past?  
 Why did Maniac make up the story about McNab and the stopball?  
 Several “loony” scenes are shared from Maniac’s experiences at the McNab’s house.  Retell one of the scenes and 

include the theme.   
 While discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. Have students refer to the text.   

Focus Standards:  

CC.1.3.3.B  
Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  
CC.1.3.3.C  
Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  
CC.1.5.4.A  
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 1  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  con • ver • sa • tion • ad • vise • tise • fe • sult • dent • in • just • fi 
Word Cards  conversation • consult • advertise • confident • advise • adjust • fever • insult 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable 
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the Syllables Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is conversation. Read it with me, conversation.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the con sound in conversation. 
What are the letters that make the con sound in conversation?” Say: Point to the letters that make the ver sound 
in conversation. What are the letters that make the ver sound in conversation?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the sa sound in conversation. What are the letters that make the sa sound 
in conversation?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the tion sound in conversation. What are the letters that make the tion 
sound in conversation?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘con’ should appear at the top of the first column of the matrix. 
- The syllable card for ‘ver’ should appear in the second column, first row. 
- The syllable card for ‘sa’ should appear in the third column, first row. 
- The syllable card for ‘tion’ should appear in the fourth column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 



                                                    
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 
 

con ver sa tion 
ad vise tise  
fe sult dent  
in just   
 in   
    

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say.  
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘conversation…conversation.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

    
ad vise tise  
fe sult dent  
in just   
 in   

conversation 
 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

   conversation 
ad vise tise  
fe sult dent  



                                                    
in just   
 in   

conversation 
 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place 

in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

con ver sa tion conversation 
ad vise tise  consult 
fe sult dent  advertise 
in just   confident 
 in   advise 
    adjust 

    fever 
    insult 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 1  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Introduction, Initial Reads, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Students will listen to a passage read fluently and participate in a class discussion about the passage in order to increase 

their fluency. 
Step 1 The teacher introduces a new short text and reads it to the students two or three times while the students follow along 

silently. The text can be a poem, segment from a basal passage or trade book selection, etc. 
Step 2 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 3 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 

Resource 
 

RAZ Anansi and the Talking Watermelon 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 4 Lesson 1 
Resources 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 2 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Anansi and the Talking Watermelon 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 2 

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 36-37 
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 36-37 of Maniac Magee. Pages 136-142 

Opening  Ask students to respond to the following question in their journals:  
 Where has Maniac’s journey taken him?  Why do you think he continues to run?  
 Allow students to respond individually then share their ideas with a partner.  
 Engage in a whole group discussion. 

Review Vocabulary  retaliate:  If you retaliate against someone, then you deliberately harm them for revenge   
Why might someone want to retaliate against Maniac Magee?    

 beseech(ing): If you beseech someone, then you beg them to do something.        
Why did Amanda beseech Maniac Magee before he left the East End?  

 exuberance:  If someone is full of exuberance, then they are full of happy spirits   
Why might a teacher be full of exuberance? 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper.    
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter.    
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important.    
 Read aloud pages 136-140.  
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 136-140 in their journals. 

Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 141-142.  
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading. 

Whole Group Discussion  Engage in a discussion of Chapters 36-37 with students using the following questions as a guide:  
 Why did Maniac encourage Russell and Piper to go to school?  
 The McNabs felt important for just knowing Maniac.  What does this tell you about how they might have felt before 

they met Maniac?  
 Why did Piper and Russell think that setting Maniac to the East End was the most risky challenge of all?    
 Overall, how would you describe the McNab family?  Use evidence from the text.    
 While discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. Have students refer to the text. 

Focus Standards 
CC.1.3.3.B  
Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  
CC.1.3.3.C  
Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  
CC.1.5.4.A  
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 2  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  ac • tac • pa • ny • mat • tress • plish • lar • cap • com • u • cur • sule • spec • tain 
Word Cards  accompany • accomplish • spectacular • spectacular • actress • mattress • curtain • captain • capsule 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable 
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the Syllables Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is accompany. Read it with me, accompany.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the ac sound in accompany. What are the letters that make the ac sound 
in accompany?” 
-Say: Point to the letters that make the com sound in accompany. What are the letters that make the com sound 
in accompany?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the pa sound in accompany. What are the letters that make the pa sound in 
accompany?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the ny sound in accompany. What are the letters that make the ny sound 
in accompany?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘ac’ should appear at the top of the first column of the matrix. 
- The syllable card for ‘com’ should appear in the second column, third row. 
- The syllable card for ‘pa’ should appear in the third column, first row. 
- The syllable card for ‘ny’ should appear in the fourth column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 



                                                    
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 
 

ac tac pa ny  
mat tress plish lar  
cap com u   
cur sule     
spec tain    

     
 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say.  
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘accompany…accompany.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

 tac    
mat tress plish lar  
cap  u   
cur sule     
spec tain    

accompany 
 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

 tac   accompany 
mat tress plish lar  
cap  u   



                                                    
cur sule     
spec tain    

accompany 
 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place 

in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

ac tac pa ny accompany 
mat tress plish lar accomplish 
cap com u  spectacular 
cur sule    actress 
spec tain   mattress 

    curtain 
    captain 
    capsule 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 2  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Small Group Read, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and with a partner in order to increase their fluency. 

Step 4 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times. Antiphonal reading and other variations are used to 
create variety and maintain engagement. 

Step 5 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 
the passage. 

Step 6 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Resource 

 
Anansi and the Talking Watermelon 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ELA Week 4 Lesson 2  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 3 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Anansi and the Talking Watermelon 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 3 
Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 38-40 

Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 38-40 of Maniac Magee. Pages 143-157 
Opening  With a partner, have students write a letter to Maniac Magee to give him advice about what he should do.  

 Students should use evidence from the passage in your letter.  
 Select a few students to share their letter with the entire group 

Review Vocabulary  retaliate:  If you retaliate against someone, then you deliberately harm them for revenge   
What is an antonym for retaliate?    

 beseech(ing): If you beseech someone, then you beg them to do something.        
When might a child beseech their parents?  Explain why.    

 exuberance:  If someone is full of exuberance, then they are full of happy spirits   
When might a baseball player be full of exuberance?  Explain why. 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper.    
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter.    
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important.    
 Read aloud pages 143-148.  
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 143-148 in their journals. 

Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 149-157.  
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading. 

Whole Group Discussion  Engage in a discussion of Chapters 38-40 with students using the following questions as a guide:  
 What does Mars mean when he calls himself “bad?”  How does Mars react to Maniac’s responses to him?  
 Maniac made considerations about whether or not he should try to win the race.  What consequences do you think 

Maniac was considering?    
 How did McNab’s father feel about the people of the East End?  What in the text gives you that impression?  
 Why do you think Maniac stayed with the McNab family for so long?  If you were in his shoes would you have done 

the same?  Why or why not?  
 While discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. Have students refer to the text.. 

 
Focus Standards  
CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  
CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  
CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 3  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  • rec • re • a • tion • mod • tang • le • sim • i • fy • cav • pli • lar • ern • ty • el 

Word cards  recreation • rectangle • simplify • similar • modify • model • modern • cavern • cavity 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable 
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the Syllables Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is recreation. Read it with me, recreation.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the rec sound in recreation. What are the letters that make the rec sound 
in recreation?” 
-Say: Point to the letters that make the re sound in recreation. What are the letters that make the re sound in 
recreation?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the a sound in recreation. What are the letters that make the a sound in 
recreation?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the tion sound in recreation. What are the letters that make the tion sound 
in recreation?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘rec’ should appear at the top of the first column of the matrix. 
- The syllable card for ‘re’ should appear in the second column, first row. 
- The syllable card for ‘a’ should appear in the third column, first row. 
- The syllable card for ‘tion’ should appear in the fourth column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 



                                                    
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 
 

rec re a tion  
mod tang le   
sim i fy   
cav pli lar   

 ern ty   
 el    

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say.  
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘recreation…recreation.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

     
mod tang le   
sim i fy   
cav pli lar   

 ern ty   
 el    

recreation 
 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

    recreation 
mod tang le   



                                                    
sim i fy   
cav pli lar   

 ern ty   
 el    

recreation 
 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place 

in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

rec re a tion recreation 
mod tang le  rectangle 
sim i fy  simplify 
cav pli lar  similar 

 ern ty  modify 
 el   model 

    modern 
    cavern 
    cavity 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 3  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Word Discussion Activities, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to choose 

interesting words from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  
Step 7 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 8 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Step 9 Students engage in 5-10 minutes of word study activities (e.g. word sorts with word bank words, word walls, flash 

card practice, defining words, word games, etc.)  
Step 10 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members.  

Resource 
 

Anansi and the Talking Watermelon 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 4 Lesson 3  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 4 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Anansi and the Talking Watermelon 

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Post it Notes 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 4                                                        
 

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 1-32  
Introduction  During this lesson students will compare and contrast the Beale and McNab family.  Pages 121-157  

Opening: Gallery Walk 
Compare and Contrast 

 On separate pieces of chart paper record the following titles:  The Beales, The McNabs, and Both  
 Provide students with a few sticky notes.  
 Instruct students to work with a partner to record ideas about The Beales, The McNabs, and similarities across both 

families.    
 Allow partnerships to share ideas with the whole group.    
 Have partnerships place their sticky notes on the corresponding chart paper. 

Whole Group Discussion: 
The Beales 

 Discuss the following questions as a group and have students take notes for the following questions regarding the 
Beales in their journals.   

 Mr. Beale takes Maniac back to his house when he realizes the boy has no home.  How does this make Maniac feel?  
What does this tell you about the Beales?  

 Mrs. Beale does not allow Maniac to talk trash in her home.  How does Maniac react to this?  What does this reveal 
about the Beale family?  

 Amanda pleads with Maniac not to leave.  How does this make Maniac feel? 
Whole Group Discussion: 

The McNabs 
 Discuss the following questions as a group and have students take notes for the following questions regarding The 

McNabs in their journals.   
 The McNabs build a fortress in their living room.  How does this make Maniac feel?  What does this tell you about the 

McNabs?  
 The McNabs tear into their food.  How does this make Maniac feel?    
 George McNab never learns Maniac’s name.  What does this tell you about George? 

Graphic Organizer: 
Compare and Contrast 

Writing 

 Have students use the attached Venn diagram to record the similarities and differences between the Beales and 
McNabs.    

 Guide students to complete each section. 
Compare and Contrast 

Writing 
 Have students use the attached line paper to write their comparison between the Beales and McNabs.    
 Students should include evidence from the text, their whole class discussion, and their opening gallery walk. 

Closing  During the next lesson, students will share their compare and contrast writing with a partner and the entire group. 
Focus Standards  

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  
CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  
CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 4  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllasearch  Continue with any unfinished lessons or repeat any lessons that posed difficult for campers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 4  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Read to Someone, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and to a partner or an audience in order to increase 

their fluency. 
Step 11 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 12 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Step 13 Students engage in 5-10 minutes of word study activities (e.g. word sorts with word bank words, word walls, flash 

card practice, defining words, word games, etc.)  
Resource 

 
Anansi and the Talking Watermelon 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 4 Lesson 4  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 5 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 Anansi and the Talking Watermelon 
 
   

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Construction Paper 
 Scissors 
 Stapler/Staples 
 Post it Notes 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 5                                                        

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 1-32 
Introduction  During this lesson students will share their compare and contrast writing and they will create am I AM book. Pages 

121-157 
Opening  Allow students to share their compare and contrast writing with a partner, then with the whole group. 

Whole Group  Explain to students that during this lesson they will create an I AM booklet.  
 Maniac Mage is able to do many things well.    
 He is a great athlete, understands other people’s problems, and unties knots expertly.  
 He seems like a “person” that most kids would like to call a friend.  
 Of course, we know that he is a fictional character.  
 Just like Maniac Magee, everyone has the ability to do many things well.  
 Have students record a few ideas in their journals for the following questions:  
 What do you do well?  
 What can you do that almost no one else in your class can do?  
 What do you know about that few people or perhaps no one else in your class knows about? 

Make and I AM 
Booklet 

 Cut four or five sheets of notebook paper lengthwise down the center.  
 Make a cover for the front and back out of construction paper that is just a bit wider than the notebook paper.  
 Staple the notebook paper to the construction paper.  
 Write I AM on the cover, which stands for Interesting, Awesome, Me  
 Open to the first sheet and start listing all the things you can do and your special qualities.  
 As you think of more during the next few weeks, add to your list.  Don’t be satisfied until you reach at least 100. 

Share Out  Remind students of the Unit Question:  What can we learn about ourselves by reading about legends?  
 Have students share out based on today’s activities and the themes in the novel.    
 Select a few students to share their I Am booklets with the entire class. 

Closing  Have students return the classroom chart and journal entry:  “Why is Maniac Magee called a Maniac.”  
 Allow students to add to the classroom chart and journal entry after a brief classroom discussion. 

Focus Standards  

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  
CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.   
CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly 
 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 5  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllasearch  Continue with any unfinished lessons or repeat any lessons that posed difficult for campers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 4 Lesson 5  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Read to an Audience 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to choose 

interesting words from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  
Step 1 The teacher introduces a new short text and reads it to the students two or three times while the students follow along 

silently. The text can be a poem, segment from a basal passage or trade book selection, etc. 
Step 2 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 3 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Step 4 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times. Antiphonal reading and other variations are used to 

create variety and maintain engagement. 
Step 5 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 6 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Step 7 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 8 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Resource 

 
Anansi and the Talking Watermelon 

  

 
 
 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 4 Lesson 5 
Resources 

 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 1 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 Student generated week 4 questions 
 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Money Trouble 
 
   

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Construction Paper 
 Scissors 
 Stapler/Staples 
 Post it Notes 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 1                                                        

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 41-43 
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 41-43 of Maniac Magee. Pages 158-169 

Opening  Have students return to the questions they generated at the beginning of Week 4.  
 Orally discuss any answers that were uncovered from reading chapters 33-40.  
 Have students use their journals to record additional questions they hope to have answering in the next few chapters.    
 Have students share their questions with the whole group and record them chart paper. 

Introduce Vocabulary  extort:  To extort means to obtain something by force.  
The bully tried to extort money from his younger brother.    

 endure:  If someone endures, then they experience pain or hardship without giving up.   
Maniac Magee endured hardships while living on his own.    

 obedience: If you are obedient, they you obey the rules.    
The student was obedient to his teacher. 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper.    
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter.    
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important.    
 Read aloud pages 158-161.  
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from pages 158-161 in their journals. 

Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 158-161.  
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading. 

Whole Group Discussion  Engage in a discussion of Chapters 41-43 with students using the following questions as a guide:  
 The author states, “But the East Enders stayed in the east and the West Enders stayed in the west, and the less they 

knew about each other, the more they invented.” (Page 159).  What does this quote mean?  Why is this an important 
concept to discuss?    

 How are Mrs. Beale and Mrs. Pickwell similar?  
 What was the impact of George McNab calling Mars “it” when he says, “Let me know when it leaves,” on page 163?  

Explain your response using evidence from the text.    
 While discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. Have students refer to the text.   

 

Focus Standards 

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.   
CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.   
CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 1  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  ad • stant • tion • con • form • ture • in • ven • di 
Word Cards  addition • adventure • constant • conform • invention • condition • convention • instant • inform 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable 
Teacher Exploration  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the Syllables - Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is addition. Read it with me, addition.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the ad sound in addition. What are the letters that make the ad sound in 
addition?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the di sound in addition. What are the letters that make the di sound in 
addition?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the tion sound in addition. What are the letters that make the tion sound in 
addition?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘ad’ should appear at the top of the first column of the matrix. 
- The syllable card for ‘di’ should appear in the second column, fourth row. 
- The syllable card for ‘tion’ should appear in the third column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 
 



                                                    
 

ad stant tion  
con form ture  
in ven   
 di   
    
    

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say.  
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘addition…addition.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

 stant   
con form ture  
in ven   
    
    

addition 
 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

 stant  addition 
con form ture  
in ven   
    
    



                                                    
addition 

 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place 

in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

ad stant tion addition 
con form ture constant 
in ven  conform 
 di  invention 
   condition 
   convention 

   instant 
   inform 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 1  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Introduction, Initial Reads, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Students will listen to a passage read fluently and participate in a class discussion about the passage in order to increase 

their fluency. 
Step 1 The teacher introduces a new short text and reads it to the students two or three times while the students follow along 

silently. The text can be a poem, segment from a basal passage or trade book selection, etc. 
Step 2 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 3 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 

Resource 
 

Money Trouble 
 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 5 Lesson 1  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 2 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 

 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Money Trouble 
 
   

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Construction Paper 
 Scissors 
 Stapler/Staples 
 Post it Notes 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 2                                                        

 

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 44-46 
Introduction  During this lesson students will read and discuss Chapters 44-46 of Maniac Magee. Pages 170-184 

Opening  Ask students to respond to the following question in their journals:  
 How does Maniac Magee’s actions and words impact others?  Use evidence from the text in your response.    
 Allow students to respond individually then share their ideas with a partner.  
 Engage in a whole group discussion. 

Review Vocabulary  extort:  To extort means to obtain something by force.  
What is an antonym for extort?  

 endure:  If someone endures, then they experience pain or hardship without giving up.   
In addition to Maniac Magee, what other character endures hardship in the novel?    

 obedience: If you are obedient, they you obey the rules.    
Why would it be important for students to be obedient to adults during a fire drill? 

Whole Group Reading  Create a two column chart for the big ideas from each chapter on chart paper.    
 In the right column, record the central ideas/ character from the chapter.    
 In the left column, record an inference about the central idea/ character that explains why it is important.    
 Read aloud page 170.  
 Model for students how to record the big ideas from page 170 in their journals. 

Partner/Independent 
Reading 

 Have students work with a partner or independently read pages 171-184.  
 Work in a small group with struggling readers to provide additional support and guided reading.   

Whole Group Discussion  Engage in a discussion of Chapters 44-46 with students using the following questions as a guide:  
 Why didn’t Mars and Maniac say a word to each other when they were running?  
 What was so significant about the P and W trolley to Maniac?  Explain why.  
 What happened to Piper and Russell after Maniac walked away?    
 Why do you think Maniac says he can’t go to Mars’s house?  
 Why does Maniac go with Amanda Beale?  
 What have you learned about race and friendship after reading Maniac Magee?  
 With a partner, summarize chapters 44-46.    
 While discussing the chapter, add big ideas to the classroom chart. Have students refer to the text. 



                                                    
 

 

Focus Standards 

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  

CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  
 
CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 2  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  •pro • crast • in • ate • re • duce • vi • ab • bre • ble • pos • ture • vate • cul • si • ti 
Word Cards  procrastinate • produce • reduce • abbreviate • posture • possible • culture • cultivate 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable 
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

Find the Syllables Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is procrastinate. Read it with me, procrastinate.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the pro sound in procrastinate.  What are the letters that make the pro 
sound in procrastinate?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the crast sound in procrastinate. What are the letters that make the crast 
sound in procrastinate?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the in sound in procrastinate. What are the letters that make the in sound 
in procrastinate?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the ate sound in procrastinate. What are the letters that make the ate sound 
in procrastinate?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘pro’ should appear at the top of the first column of the matrix. 
- The syllable card for ‘crast’ should appear in the second column, first row. 
- The syllable card for ‘in’ should appear in the third column, first row. 
- The syllable card for ‘ate’ should appear in the fourth column, first row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 



                                                    
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 
 

pro crast in ate  
re duce vi   
ab bre ble   
pos ture vate   
cul si    

 ti    
 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say.  
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘procrastinate…procrastinate.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

     
re duce vi   
ab bre ble   
pos ture vate   
cul si    

 ti    
procrastinate 

 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

    procrastinate 
re duce vi   



                                                    
ab bre ble   
pos ture vate   
cul si    

 ti    
procrastinate 

 
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place 

in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

pro crast in ate procrastinate 
re duce vi  produce 
ab bre ble  reduce 
pos ture vate  abbreviate 
cul si   posture 

 ti   possible 
    culture 
    cultivate 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 2  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Small Group Read, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and with a partner in order to increase their fluency. 

Step 4 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times. Antiphonal reading and other variations are used to 
create variety and maintain engagement. 

Step 5 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 
the passage. 

Step 6 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Resource 

 
Money Trouble 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 5 Lesson 2  
Resources 

 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 3 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 
 Student Quotes 

 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Money Trouble 
 
   

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 3 

 

Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 33-46 
Introduction  During this lesson students will analyze a significant event from chapters 33-46. Pages 121-184 

Opening  Allow students to individually select a few important quotes from Chapters 33-36.  
 Have students share their quotes with a partner, then with the entire group.  
 Record a few of the quotes on the board or chart paper along with the chapter number 

Whole Group  Explain to students that during this lesson, they will choose a quote from the novel and analyze its meaning.    
 On the board or chart paper add the following quotes to the ones listed during the opening:  

Chapter 33:  “No one else would orphan him.”  
Chapter 40:  “How could he act as a father to those boys when he himself ached to be somebody’s son?”  
Chapter 41:  “But the East Enders stayed in the east and the West Enders stayed in the west, and the less 
they knew about each other, the more they invented.”  
Chapter 46:  “He knew that finally, truly, at long last someone was calling him home.” 

Classroom Model  Choose one quote from the above list and model for student how to write an explanation of the quote, and 
draw an image relating to the context of the quote.  

 Use the attached significant movement analysis template.    
 In the first square record the quote, in the second draw an interpretation of the quote and in the final section 

record an explanation analyzing what the quote means 
Independent 
Application 

 Have students independently choose a quote from the list provided and complete the Significant Moment 
Template. 

Share Out  Select a few students to share their significant moment analysis with the entire group.  

Closing 
 

 Have students return the classroom chart and journal entry:  “Why is Maniac Magee called a Maniac.”  
 Allow students to add to the classroom chart and journal entry after a brief classroom discussion. 

 
Focus Standards 

CC.1.3.4.D Compare and contrast an event or topic told from two different points of view.  
CC.1.3.4.G Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific 
descriptions and directions in the text.  
CC.1.3.4.B Cite relevant details from text to support what the text says explicitly and make inferences.  

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 3  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllable Cards  • en • cour • age • dis • rage • pear • sur • ap • com • prise • vive • press 
Word Cards  enrage • encourage • discourage • disappear • compress • comprise • surprise • survive 
Introduction  Explain to the campers that during their syllasearch lessons they will practice building and decoding words with more 

than one syllable 
Teacher Explanation  Tell the campers that the game they are going to play, syllasearch, will help them read long words 

(multisyllabic words) fast and easy. 
- Explain that there are three parts to this game. 
- In the first part, Meet the Words, the campers will become familiar with a set of words. 
- In the second part, Find the Syllables, campers find syllables within the words, and those syllables become 
the parts that campers use to make words in the third part of the game, Collect the Words. 

Meet the Words  Display the complete set of words in a column on the chalkboard or on cards in a pocket chart. 
- Tell the campers that these are the words they will use in the game. 
- Go down the column, pointing to each word, reading it aloud. 
- Read the words aloud again, encouraging campers to read them with you. 
- Remove the complete set of words. 

 Find the Syllables - Place the first word in the pocket chart. 
- Say: “This word is enrage. Read it with me, enrage.” 
- With the word still in the pocket chart, invite a camper to the board and point to the parts of a word that you 
say, and name the letters in the syllables. 
- Say: “Point to the letters that make the en sound in enrage. What are the letters that make the en sound in 
enrage?” 
- Say: Point to the letters that make the rage sound in enrage. What are the letters that make the rage sound in 
enrage?” 
- As the camper points to the correct syllable, and tells you the letters, put the corresponding syllable card on 
the chalkboard or in a pocket chart, arranging the cards in a matrix identical to that on the Syllable Matrix. 
- For example, the syllable card ‘en’ should appear at the top of the first column of the matrix. 
- The syllable card for ‘rage’ should appear in the second column, second row. 
- Note: You may want to keep track of the syllable cards by placing a small code in the corner of each card. 
- Continue this way until all the words in the list have been shown and pronounced, and all three syllable cards 
are arranged according to the matrix below. 
 

en cour age  
dis rage pear  
sur ap   



                                                    
com prise   

 vive   
 press   

 
- Tell the campers they now have the parts of the words and are ready to go on the part of the game called 
Collect the Words. 

 Collect the Words 
- In this part of the game, campers collect words by combing syllables from the matrix columns. 
- Ask the campers to look at the matrix and listen to the word that you say.  
- After you say the word, invite a camper to come to the chart and build the word that you say. 
- You can start with any word on the list, but only say the word; do not show the word when you say it aloud. 
- Say: “Listen to the word I say. ‘enrage…enrage.” 
- Invite a camper to come to the chart to build the word. 
- The camper should pull away one syllable from each column to build the word, placing the syllable cards 
below the matrix to form the word. 
- The display would look like the following: 
 

 cour    
dis  pear   
sur ap    
com prise    

 vive    
 press    

enrage 
 
Instruct the campers to read the word that was built from the syllables. 
- Campers should write the word, as you write the word on the board or display the word card (not the syllable 
cards) at the far right of the pocket chart, so that the display looks like the following. 
 

 cour age  enrage 
dis  pear   
sur ap    
com prise    

 vive    
 press    

enrage 
 



                                                    
- Return each of the syllable cards in the word (from the bottom of the pocket chart) to their original place 

in the matrix. 
- Continue the same way until all the words have been built, pronounced, and written. 
- At the completion of this lesson, the final display should look as follows: 

en cour age enrage 
dis rage pear encourage 
sur ap  discourage 
com prise  disappear 

 vive  compress 
 press  comprise 

   surprise 
   survive 

 
 
                Note: The list of words in the third column can be in any order. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 3  
Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Word Discussion Activities, Take Home 

Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to choose interesting words 
from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  

Step 7 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 8 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ word banks 

and/or the classroom word wall.  
Step 9 Students engage in 5-10 minutes of word study activities (e.g. word sorts with word bank words, word walls, flash card 

practice, defining words, word games, etc.)  
Step 10 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members.  

Resource 
 

Money Trouble 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 5 Lesson 3  
Resources 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 4 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 

 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Money Trouble 
 
   

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 4 
Section Instructional Routine ~ Chapters 1-32  

Introduction  Within this lesson, students will study a sample opinion writing essay and create a criteria for opinion writing. Pages 
121-157 

Opening  Record the following quote on the board:  
“Writing means sharing.  It’s part of the human condition to want to share things – thoughts, ideas, and opinions.” - 
Unknown    

 As a group discuss the quote and the meaning of opinion.    
 Explain to students that an opinion is a personal view. 

Whole Group  Provide students with a copy of the attached culminating project document.    
 Read aloud the expectations for each component:  Opinion Writing, Interpretation, and Presentation.    
 Inform students that the first part of their culminating project is the opinion essay.  
 On a piece of chart paper, use the heading “Opinion Essay” and record the following definition.    
 An opinion essay is writing that supports an opinion on a topic with reasons, facts, and details. 

Partner/Small Group 
Activity 

 Provide students a copy of the attached Opinion Writing Sample.  
 The student wrote an essay to explain his position; which pet is better a dog or a cat?      
 With a partner or within a small group, have students read the essay.  
 Ask students to discuss the following questions with their partner or small group:  

What is the topic?  
What is the writer’s opinion about the topic?  
What reasons support the opinion?  
Are there transition / linking words?  
How is the writing organized?  
What opinion words are used. 

Discuss the Features  After students have read and disused the Opinion Writing Sample, bring the students back together as a whole group.  
 Read aloud the writing sample and discuss the questions as a group.  
 Ask:  What should an opinion essay have?  
 Add the following criteria to the Opinion Essay chart:  

Has a focus / topic  
States an opinion  
Introduces the topic  
Provides reasons that support the opinion  
Uses transitions / linking words to connect the opinion and reasons (For example…)  
Is organized with an introduction, body and conclusion.  
Contains correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar.  

 Explain to the students that the criteria chart contains everything they need to do in order to write an opinion essay.    
 This chart will be used as a guide through the writing process. 

 



                                                    
 

Focus Standards 

CC.1.3.3.B Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text, referring to text to support responses.  
 
CC.1.3.3.C Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.  
 
CC.1.5.4.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade-level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 4  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllasearch  Continue with any unfinished lessons or repeat any lessons that posed difficult for campers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 4  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Read to Someone, Take Home 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and to a partner or an audience in order to increase 

their fluency. 
Step 11 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 12 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Step 13 Students engage in 5-10 minutes of word study activities (e.g. word sorts with word bank words, word walls, flash 

card practice, defining words, word games, etc.)  
Resource 

 
Money Trouble 

 



                                        
           
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 5 Lesson 4  
Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 5 

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 

 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 Money Trouble 
 
   

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 5 
 

Section Instructional Routine ~ All Chapters  
 

Introduction 
 During this lesson, students will identify a topic for their opinion writing, and they will organize their writing.  

Opening  Allow students to answer the following prompt in their notebooks:  
 When would you need to share your opinion with someone?  
 Allow students to record their response in their journals, then have students share with a partner, and finally with 

the whole group.  
 Remind students that sharing ones opinion is natural and occurs often.   
 Explain to students that during this lesson they will choose their topic, plan and organize ideas for their opinion 

essay. 
Choose a Topic  Provide students with a copy of the attached culminating project document.    

 Reread the prompts.  Allow the class to vote for the prompt they would like to choose or allow students to choose 
their own prompt from the two options.  

 Display and review the opinion writing criteria from the previous lesson to remind students of the expectations. 
Whole Group Discussion  Before students organize their writing first have them brainstorm ideas for their opinion essay topic in their 

notebooks.  
 Encourage students to use the evidence in the novel to support their claims and ideas.  
 Allow student to share their notes with a partner.  
 Provide an opportunity for students to share their ideas with the entire group.    
 Capture ideas on a chart paper so all students can use this visual as a resource while they are developing their 

opinion writing. 
Organize Ideas  Provide students a copy of the attached opinion writing graphic organizer.  

 Have students plan and organize their ideas using phrases and bullet points.    
 Module for students how to complete the graphic organizer using the key points from the whole group discussion.  
 Allow students to complete the graphic organizer independently or with a partner, while providing additional 

support for struggling writers in a small group. 
Share Out  Allow a few students to share the content of their opinion writing graphic organizer with the entire group.    

 Classmates should listen for the topic, writer’s opinion, reasons, linking words and conclusion 
Focus Standards 

CC.1.4.3.G Write opinion pieces on familiar topics or texts.  
CC.1.4.3.H Introduce the topic and state an opinion on the topic.  
CC.1.4.3.I Support an opinion with reasons.  
CC.1.4.3.J Create an organizational structure that includes reasons linked in a logical order with a concluding statement or section 



                                                    
 

WORD WORK Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 5  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Syllasearch 
Syllasearch  Continue with any unfinished lessons or repeat any lessons that posed difficult for campers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 5 Lesson 5  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Choral Read, Read to an Audience 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to choose 

interesting words from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  
Step 1 The teacher introduces a new short text and reads it to the students two or three times while the students follow along 

silently. The text can be a poem, segment from a basal passage or trade book selection, etc. 
Step 2 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 3 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Step 4 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times. Antiphonal reading and other variations are used to 

create variety and maintain engagement. 
Step 5 The teacher and students discuss the nature and content of the passage as well as the quality of teacher’s reading of 

the passage. 
Step 6 The students take a copy of the passage home to practice with parents and other family members. 
Step 7 Teacher and students read the passage chorally several times.  
Step 8 The students and their teacher then choose 4 to 5 interesting words from the text to add to the individual students’ 

word banks and/or the classroom word wall.  
Resource 

 
Money Trouble 

  

 

 

 

 



                                        
           

 
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 5 Lesson 5  
Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Curriculum Materials ~  3rd/ELA ~ Week 6  

90 Minute Lesson                                                                  Materials 
Core  

 
Approximately  

45 min 
 

 Maniac Magee By Jerry Spinelli 
 Student Journals 

 

Word Work  
 

Approximately  
30 min 

 

 3rd Grade Syllasearch Cards 
 Syllasearch Procedures 
 Pocket Chart 

Fluency 
 

Approximately  
15 min 

 

 All Readers Theatre Pieces 
 
   

Supplies 
 

 Chart paper 
 Paper 
 Pencils 
 Markers 
 Highlighters 
 Chalk/Chalkboard or Whiteboard Markers/Whiteboard 

 
 

 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 6 Lesson 1 
 

Section Instructional Routine ~ All Chapters  
 

Introduction 
 During this lesson students will develop their opinion essay.  

Opening  Provide students with their opinion writing graphic organizers and attached opinion writing check list.    
 Using a classroom example of the opinion writing graphic organizer, model for students how to use the 

opinion writing check list to give constructive feedback.    
 Focus on the content expectations outlined on the checklist.    
 Have students work in pairs and use the opinion writing check list to provide feedback for a partner. 

Whole Group  Distribute line paper for each student.  
 Model for students how to use their graphic organizer to develop their writing.  
 Model for students how to take the phrases and terms from their graphic organizer and turn them into 

complete thoughts.  
 First, say the sentence aloud, then record the sentence.  
 Allow students to write their first draft of their opinion essay. 

Small Group Instruction  As students are developing their writing, you may need to work with a small group of students who need 
additional support.  Have students orally recite their ideas, then guide students to record each sentence. 

Partnerships  Provide students a copy of the attached opinion writing graphic organizer.  
 Have students plan and organize their ideas using phrases and bullet points.    
 Module for students how to complete the graphic organizer using the key points from the whole group 

discussion.  
 Allow students to complete the graphic organizer independently or with a partner, while providing additional 

support for struggling writers in a small group. 
Whole Group  Allow a few students to share the content of their opinion writing graphic organizer with the entire group.    

 Classmates should listen for the topic, writer’s opinion, reasons, linking words and conclusion 
Focus Standards 

CC.1.4.3.G Write opinion pieces on familiar topics or texts.  
CC.1.4.3.H Introduce the topic and state an opinion on the topic.  
CC.1.4.3.I Support an opinion with reasons.  
CC.1.4.3.J Create an organizational structure that includes reasons linked in a logical order with a concluding statement or section 
 

 



                                                    

CORE Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 6 Lesson 2/3 
 

Section Instructional Routine ~ All Chapters  

 

Introduction 

 Students will select a topic for their interpretation of the book Maniac Magee 

Opening  Provide students with their opinion writing graphic organizers and attached opinion writing check list.    
 Using a classroom example of the opinion writing graphic organizer, model for students how to use the 

opinion writing check list to give constructive feedback.    
 Focus on the content expectations outlined on the checklist.    
 Have students work in pairs and use the opinion writing check list to provide feedback for a partner. 

Whole Group  Distribute line paper for each student.  
 Model for students how to use their graphic organizer to develop their writing.  
 Model for students how to take the phrases and terms from their graphic organizer and turn them into 

complete thoughts.  
 First, say the sentence aloud, then record the sentence.  
 Allow students to write their first draft of their opinion essay. 

Partner/Small Group 
Activity 

 As students are developing their writing, you may need to work with a small group of students who need 
additional support.  Have students orally recite their ideas, then guide students to record each sentence. 

Whole Group  Provide students a copy of the attached opinion writing graphic organizer.  
 Have students plan and organize their ideas using phrases and bullet points.    
 Module for students how to complete the graphic organizer using the key points from the whole group 

discussion.  
 Allow students to complete the graphic organizer independently or with a partner, while providing additional 

support for struggling writers in a small group. 
Partnerships  Allow a few students to share the content of their opinion writing graphic organizer with the entire group.    

 Classmates should listen for the topic, writer’s opinion, reasons, linking words and conclusion 
Introduction  During this lesson, students will present either their opinion essay or interpretation.  

Opening  Allow students to gather their materials for their presentations.  
Presentations  Provide each student with a copy of the presentation checklist and review the expectations.  

 Have students work in groups of 4 or 5 to present their projects within small groups.  



                                                    
 Each student should have an opportunity to share his or her work in their small group.  
 Group members can use the presentation check list to provide feedback.  
 Select a few students to share their work with the entire group.    
 Consider inviting parents, teachers, administrators, coaches, and others to watch the presentations. 

Focus Standards 

CC.1.5.2.A Participate in collaborative conversations with peers and adults in small and larger groups.  
  
CC.1.5.3.D Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details; speak clearly with 
adequate volume, appropriate pacing, and clear pronunciation 
CC.1.5.3.D Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details; speak clearly with 
adequate volume, appropriate pacing, and clear pronunciation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                    

Fluency Curriculum ~ 3rd/ELA ~ Week 6  

Section Instructional Routine ~ Performances 
Lesson Focus Lesson Focus: Students will read a familiar passage chorally, and participate in a class discussion to 

choose interesting words from the passage in order to increase their fluency.  
 Have students perform their favorite nursery rhymes from this summer! 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                        
           
 

 

 

 

 

3rd/ ELA Week 6  
Resources 

 

 

 


